
SAFELY RESPECTING 
FARM ANIMALS Protecting Lives On The Farm

STEM ACTIVITIES
• Map out blind spots for farm equipment and livestock  
• Test different qualities of Personal Protective Equipment like gloves or goggles  
• Build a “Safe Farm” model using recycled items  
• Act out animal behavior role play where students identify behaviors  
• Create a water ditch using a tarp/plastic. Identify safe & unsafe zones.  
•	Put on a class Emergency Response training. Create emergency scenarios with ATVs, farm 

equipment, canals & livestock. Have students act out the emergency while others call for help.

Animals on a farm or ranch can be fun to see and even help take 
care of, but it’s important to stay safe around them. Animals 
should always be treated with respect. Approach animals slowly. 
Talk to them and be where they can see you. Never come up 
directly behind an animal. Animals like cows, horses, sheep or 
pigs, are big and strong. They can kick, bite, or knock you over if 
they become startled or scared. Always ask an adult before going 
near, petting or feeding farm animals. Keep your hands and fingers 
away from their mouths. Wear sturdy shoes when walking around 
animals. Always wash your hands after doing farm animal chores. 

“Spot the Danger” Game
After reviewing this brochure with your class, set up pictures of farms  

showing farming equipment, farm animals, farming ditches and canals, and  
farmers spraying pesticides. Have students find and point out safety hazards.

Observation Question:
Look at the picture of the horse and the 
human vision patterns. What color shows 
where the animal or human can see clearly 
with binocular vision?

Comparison Question:
Which has a bigger area where it can see 
with only one eye, the horse or the human? 
Explain why the animal sees more area with 
monocular vision.

Critical Thinking Question:
Why do you think the horse has a smaller blind 
spot behind him than the human does? (Hint: 
the horse is a prey animal, a human is a predator. 
Where are their eyes set on their face?)

Put It All Together:
Most livestock farm animals are prey animals. 
Now that you know how a prey animal sees 
its surroundings, explain the position you 
should be in to approach a livestock animal.

When working with or moving around 
animals it is important to understand the 
animals’ vision pattern. Livestock are prey 
animals, meaning in nature they would be 
hunted instead of being the hunter. Like 
humans, livestock animals are able to use 
binocular and monocular vision, and like  
us, they have blind spots in their sight. 
Binocular vision means the animal focuses 
with both eyes on one object. Monocular 
vision means the animal focuses with one 
eye on an object. A blind spot means the 
animal cannot see in that line of vision at all. 

These materials were developed by the Nevada Farm Bureau and align with Nevada Core Standards. Production of the materials  
was funded by the Nevada Agricultural Foundation. For more information, please contact Robin Futch at robin@nvfb.org



FARM EQUIPMENT  
Identify The Mystery Equipment

WATER & PESTICIDE SAFETY  
Stay Smart • Stay Safe • Stay Away!

Read each mystery clue. Identify which farm equipment matches the clue. Write your answer on the 
line under each clue. Use the following word bank and pictures to help you identify the equipment.

All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) • Tractor • Skid Steer • Baler • Combine Harvester • Crop Sprayer •  Livestock Trailer 

MYSTERY #1   Farmers use me to get around the 
farm quickly, carry supplies, and check on or round 
up animals. I can pull equipment. I am used for a  
wide variety of farm jobs. What am I?
Answer:

MYSTERY #3   I pick up hay, straw, or crop stalks and roll 
or pack the materials into big round or square bales. You 
often see my work stacked in fields or barns. What am I?
Answer:

MYSTERY #2   I combine three jobs into one machine. I cut 
crops, separate the grain, and clean the debris from the rest 
of the plant. Farmers use me at harvest time. What am I?
Answer:

MYSTERY #4   I spray water, fertilizer, or pest-control 
treatments on plants. I have long arms that stretch across 
the field. I help farmers protect crops from pests and 
diseases and give plants the nutrients they need to thrive.  
What am I?  Answer:

MYSTERY #5   I am a powerful vehicle used to pull or push 
heavy loads and run different kinds of equipment. I have large 
strong wheels or tracks that can drive over rough, muddy, or 
uneven ground, and a powerful engine that can haul trailers or 
attachments for plowing, planting, mowing, or baling. What am I?
Answer:

MYSTERY #6   Livestock animals ride inside me.  
I help farmers safely move livestock from one 
place to another. What am I?
Answer:

MYSTERY #7   I scoop, lift, and move heavy materials like dirt, 
rocks, or hay. I’m small but strong, and farmers use me for 
chores and heavy work in small places. What am I?
Answer:

Farmers use ditches and canals to move water to their crops and animals. These channels can 
look calm, but they can be deep, cold, slippery, and fast-moving. Because of this, ditches and 
canals are not safe places to play. 

 “Design A Safety Sign” Project: Have students create a colorful safety sign for a ditch or 
canal, showing at least one key safety rule. Hang them in the classroom. 

Pesticides are agriculture products used to control pests that damage or kill crops and food 
products. Pesticides help crops grow strong and healthy and protect farmland and food supply 
for everyone. These agriculture products are helpful for farming, but they can be dangerous 
to you and the environment if you’re not careful. Farmers must wear personal protection 
equipment (eyeglasses, long pants and long-sleeved shirts, and gloves) when handling these 
products. Always watch, listen, and stay safe around Pesticides! “Role Play” Project: In pairs, 
students act out safe vs. unsafe behaviors around pesticides and explain their choices.

CANALS – SMART CHOICES SAVE LIVES!

PESTICIDES – SAFETY RULES FOR KIDS

1. NEVER PLAY NEAR WATER DITCHES OR CANALS
	 They may look calm, but the water moves fast and can pull you in.

2. STAY BEHIND FENCES AND BARRIERS
	 If there is a gate, rope, or fence — it is there to protect you.

3. DO NOT SWIM OR WADE
	 Canals are not pools. They are deep, cold, and have strong currents.

5. TELL AN ADULT
	 If you see someone near the water or something looks unsafe, 
	 get help right away — do not try to rescue anyone yourself.


